Evidence   for  Prosecution.
Dr Arthur A. D, Townaend
lusions, that she was unworthy, and had failed to look after her
husband and children, and so on.
Examination continued—I replied on the 13th (exhibit 26)—
" Dear Dr. Hincks—Mrs. Armstrong has improved both mentally
and physically, and Major Armstrong is now desirous of having
her home. In my opinion she is not yet well mentally. She is
constantly making accusations against herself of having misspent
her life and failed in her duty towards her husband and children,
and she says she has been guilty of selfishness, so you see her de-
lusions have not gone. Her great anxiety is to return home,
and so, under the circumstances, I think it will be well to get from
the Committee on Monday next a leave of absence on trial for
three months, and during that time it is possible that, with the-
change to home, she may return to her normal mental state, and,
on the other hand, should she relapse and become impossible, she
can return to Barnwood without re-certification. We consider that
the paralysis of feet, arms, and legs was entirely functional. It
is very much better, but not yet quite well." I believe I sent an
application form in that letter for the purpose of getting the leave
of absence. If she was granted leave of absence, we would require
a report about her from time to time. Leave of absence is granted
by the Committee of the hospital for varying periods. The reason
of it is that, if a patient goes away with leave of absence and
breaks down again, she can be returned to the hospital without re-
certification. During the time the patients are on leave of
absence reports have to be sent to the hospital as to
his or her mental state, and at the end of three months, if the
patient is well, she is dischai'ged. Supposing she became seriously
ill during her leave of absence, and it was reported, I should
probably go down and see the patient myself, or send one of the
medical officers. I preyume if a patient was seriously ill and died
she would be under the care of some medical man while she was on
leave of absence, and it would depend on whether that medical man
was able to certify the cause of death. If he could certify the cause
of death, the ordinary steps would be taken. He would grant the
death certificate. I should simply have to make a report enclosing
a copy of the death certificate to the Board of Control.
On the 14th Major Armstrong wrote—" Dear Dr. Townsend—
Many thanks for form of application for release on leave. After
careful consideration, I do not wish my wife to avail herself of this,
and prefer that she be released. As far as I can tell from conversa-
tion and correspondence, her only trouble is caused by the. knowledge
of her surroundings. The original delusions have absolutely ceased,
and I feel mire that a return to her home and light household duties
will be beneficial." It is not true, a& stated in that letter, that the
original delusions had absolutely ceased. " I am quite prepared
to take the risk, and shall be glad if you will treat this letter as
a formal request for release. My eldest daughter leaves for school
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